
Description: 

Cricolithus jonesi CoHEN, 1965 
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FIGs. j-k - Cricolithus jonesi CoHEN n. sp. x 2000 abt. j-k Plan view; 
j, phase contrast; k, polarized light. Holotype: BF 80. Paratype: BF 80. 

FIG. a - ? Cricolithus jonesi CoHEN, n. sp. Plane view; Sample 291. 
FIG. c - ? Cricolithus jonesi CoHEN, n. sp. Plane view; Sample 291. 

Cricolithus 
;onest 

Single, rather thick, elliptical ring of simple appearance. The smooth and sharp outline is 
characteristic, and is probably due to the unusual thickness of the form. The extinction figure 
in polarized light between x-nicols is very clear and sharp, making this form readily distin
guishable. 

Length: 2-3 !L; width 1% !L; thickness approx. 1 !L· 

Remarks: 

In transmitted light, the small and narrow elliptical ring appears to be slightly curved. 
The unusual thickness of the form is reflected in the clear and welldefined extinction figure. 
Because we are as yet not able to move specimens from the light microscope to the electron 
microscope (see p. 8), we are not sure which of the forms of pl. 16 is the form wanted (there 
are probably even more similar structures to be found in the samples !). 
The specimen (fig. a) shows a single cycle of 33 elements separated by strongly curved sutures. 
Both inner and outer edges are regularly notched. The form is fairly thick, but not abnorma
lly so and consists of one elliptical ring. 
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The form of fig. c consists of two cycles of elements: an inner cycle of about 23 elements (in 
imbricate arrangement ?) separated by slightly curved sutures and an outer cycle of about the 
same number of elements, which are strongly dextrally imbricate and of flat, rhombohedral 
form. The inner edge is regularly and deeply indented; the outer edge regularly serrate. The 
form is fairly thick, but not unusually so. 

Length about 2 Yz fL; width about 1 Yz fL· 

Discussion: The specimen shown in fig. c shows a resemblance with Hymenomonas (Syraco

sphaera) Carterae BRAARUD & FAGERLAN (Braarud, 1954, p. 3, pl. 2 a-d). Without a side 
view, we can not make a comparison between the two forms. 

Pl. 4, figs. 5 and 6 (Cohen, in press) present also forms consisting of simple rings but of diffe
rent structural build-up and larger size. 

Type level: 

(sub) Recent. 

Type locality: 

Adriatic sea. 

Distribution: Rather common in the bottom samples, but with a preference for those located 
far from the coast. Probably cosmopolitan today. 

Depository: 

Laboratoire de Micropaleontologie, Paris. Holotype BF 80; para type BF 80. 

Author: 

Cohen C.L.D., 1965, p. 16; pl. 2, figs. j, k; pl. 16, figs . 1, b or c. 

Reference: 

Coccoliths and Discoasters from Adriatic bottom sediments. Leidse Geol. Meded., vol. 35, 
pp. 1-44, pis. 1-25. 
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